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ROTTNEST ISLAND — ASSET MANAGEMENT 

836. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier confirm Rottnest Island Authority chairman Langoulant’s 
comments — 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Women’s Interests, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms L. METTAM: Can the Premier confirm — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Water, I call you to order for the second time. 

Ms L. METTAM: Can the Premier confirm the following comment by Rottnest Island Authority chairman 
Langoulant — 

Accidents will happen; they will happen again and this is not an accident but a negligent failure of asset 
management and priorities. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
No; I cannot confirm that and I do not think the member should be jumping to conclusions or running people down. 
Why does the member for Vasse think her role is to always be relentlessly negative? She is relentlessly negative. 

Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: She is attacking John Langoulant now. She was attacking Nathan Harding the other day. 
Seriously! These are eminent Western Australians. Mr Langoulant has to deal with the cards he has been dealt. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The island infrastructure is old. A maintenance program is ongoing that reflects the past 
spending of the former government on the maintenance program. He has now put in place—I remember the point 
I was going to make—an independent inquiry into what occurred. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: People were seriously injured over there. I think the matter needs to be treated seriously. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He has put in place an independent inquiry into the incident and there is a review of the 
infrastructure on the island. As members know, the island has numerous pieces of infrastructure—everything that is 
there—stretching over kilometres. A lot of it is very old. A further review of the infrastructure has been put in place. 
As I understand it, ongoing reviews into the Army jetty have occurred over the years and none of them picked up that 
there was a problem. It was identified that the jetty needed to be closed to vehicles and other forms of transport back 
in 2010. In the succeeding seven years of the member for Vasse’s government, not a cent was spent on the jetty. Not 
a cent was spent on the jetty in seven years after the former government closed it to everyone bar pedestrians. 
Pedestrians were still able to go out there. I understand various examinations of the jetty took place over time. None 
of them identified that there was an issue. Obviously, it has now clearly been identified there is an issue. The army 
jetty has been fenced off to people and I understand it is going to be demolished, which is a good decision. 
To come in here and try to score political points over what was nearly a tragedy and run down eminent 
Western Australians is a bad thing for the member for Vasse to do. Why does she not be a little bit constructive 
and accept that when her government was in office from 2010 to 2017, and knew there was an issue with that jetty, 
it did not do anything about it? 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
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